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Your distinction is certainly to be commended, but at the present
point we are not treating of the imperfection of a part in so far as it
is a part and is compared with the integrity of the whole, but in so
far as it is something complete in itself and performs a special
function. And ivhen you relate this again to the universe the difficulty
ahvays remains, ivhether in truth the universe would have been more
perfect, if all its parts had been perfect, than as the case actually
holds, ivhen many of its parts are imperfect. Thus that State will be
more perfect in ivhich all the citizens are good, than another in which
many or some are bad.

Whence, also, ivhen a little later you say: that the perfection of
the universe is in some sense greater, in that certain of its parts are
not exempt from error, than if they all had been alike1, it is exactly
as if you were to say that the perfection of a state is greater in that
some of its citizens are evil than in the case when they are all good.
This lets us see that just as it ought evidently to be the desire of a
good prince that all his subjects should be good, so it seems it should
have been the resolution of the Author of the universe to create and
keep all its parts free from defect. And though you are able to allege
that the perfection of those parts which are free from defect, appears
. greater ivhen contrasted with those which are not exempt from it, that
nevertheless is merely accidental; just as the virtue of good men, if
more striking owing to the contrast between the good and the evil, is
so only by accident. Consequently, just as we should not want any of
the citizens to be evil, in order that the good might thereby become more
distinguished, so, it seems, it ought never to have come to pass that
any part of the universe should be subject to error, in order that the
parts that were free from it might thus be rendered more conspicuous.

You say: that you have no right to complain, if God has not
called upon you to play a part in the world that excels all others in
distinction and perfection2. But this does not remove the question
why it has not been sufficient for Him to give you the smallest of
perfect parts to play, and not to have given you one that was imperfect.
For though, likewise, it would not be considered culpable on the part of
a prince to refuse to assign offices of the highest dignity to the ivhole
of his subjects, but to call some people to the discharge of duties of
intermediate importance, others to the fulfilling of the humblest
functions, nevertheless he would be blamed if over and above destining
some to the execution of the most insignificant offices, Jie had also
assigned to some a function that was base.

1 Vol. i. p. 178, par. 1.                          ~ Ibid.
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